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Founder and Artistic Director, Open Space:

Princess Grace Award winner Franco Nieto was born and raised in the
Pacific Northwest. He made the unconventional switch from football to
ballet in his teenage years and has now taught and danced in over 10
different countries and performed with the likes of Lady Gaga and Sir
Elton John. He spent 10 years as a principal dancer with NW Dance
Project in Portland, Oregon, where he toured the world and worked
hand in hand with the leading minds in choreography to create and
bring to life countless original works. His early training came from the
Vancouver School of Arts & Academics and Columbia Dance, and his
formative line of choreography was born from his mentorship with
Tracey Durbin. He graduated with his BFA in Jazz from Point Park
University. Franco brings his big heart to every class at Open Space.



